
The Great Reno Balloon Race



A Little Background…

• Founded in 1982

• 150,000+ people in attendance

• Upwards of 100 balloons in the sky each year

• World’s largest FREE hot air ballooning event

• Considered premiere ballooning event by Pilots

• Extensive local and national media coverage

• Known as a world-renowned, and locally, a beloved 

community tradition



Event Overview

The Great Reno Balloon Race has floated into the hearts and minds of

Reno’s visitors and locals for 41 years - a permanent fixture in Reno’s

September skyline. Whether it’s your first time at GRBR or you’re an
early-morning veteran, the sight of the silent, floating colorful giants is

bound to stop you in your tracks as you stare skyward. The Super Glow

Show is certain to excite with over 35 balloons lighting up the morning

sky.

As the world’s largest free hot-air ballooning event, The Great Reno
Balloon Race is a major draw for families, who get up before the sun

rises so they can see the awe-inspiring sight of Dawn Patrol. The Mass

Ascension, Tissue Paper Hot Air Balloon Launch, Super Glow Show and

other events are additional highlights that bring attendees back year

after year. The Race continues to offer even more features for

spectators, such as an exciting vendor area where delicious treats and

whimsical souvenirs beckon and a safe and fun play area just for the

kids.



Demographics 
Survey conducted by the University of Nevada, Reno in 2013

• Non-local attendance – 39.9%

• GRBR was the primary reason to visit Reno – 34%

• Average length of stay for non-local visitors – 4.5 days

• Estimated total economic impact of non-local visitors - $6,644,560

• 63.23% of all attendees will return next year

• 34.84% of all attendees will return in foreseeable future

• 100% of all attendees would recommend the event 

• Of adults 21 and over, the average age was 46.5



RANKED TOP 14 HOT AIR BALLOON FESTIVALS

BY U.S. NEWS & WORLD REPORT



Cheapism: 12 Spectacular Balloon Festivals From Coast to Coast



GOBANKINGRATES: 

FREE THINGS TO DO IN EVERY STATE



PHOTOS FEATURED ON NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC



GRBR Community Partnerships & Support

• Paint the Park Pink – Breast Cancer Awareness Day

• Boys & Girls Club of Truckee Meadows

• PBS RENO

• STEP2

• The Children’s Cabinet

• Teen Challenge

• Tissue Paper Balloon Launch with Washoe County School District

• University of Nevada, Reno

• Wilbur May Foundation

• And MORE!

More than a ballooning event!



Tissue Paper Balloon Launch

• Started in 1999 as a way for children to 
positively interact with their community

• Upwards of 2,000 young students from 
regional school districts 

• Launch colorful hand-made hot-air 
balloons that they created in their 
classrooms as part of their STEM 
curriculum. 

• The students discover the wonder and 
excitement of lighter-than-air flight as they 
launch their model hot-air balloons off of 
mini-burners with the help of dedicated 
volunteers from the community.



Volunteerism

• The Aeronauts are the official volunteer group for The Great 
Reno Balloon Race

• Over 150 volunteers
• Assists with all aspects of the event
• Also assist our pilots as crew members during the event and 

throughout the year



VIDEOS OF GRBR

 Dawn Patrol Flight

 2019 Great Reno Balloon Race

 2018 Great Reno Balloon Race

 Time Lapse of The Great Reno Balloon Race

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ypZT7Ls03Js
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cs7Vy45U-II&t=18s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PQKnPmRa2aY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xe7p_IIusIY
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